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elongate-oval in shape; pubescent in some species and bare
and shining in others. The head is proportionally big. The
mandibles not very well developed. The antennae, which have
the last two or three joints expanded to form a loose club, are
inserted in front of the eyes. The thorax is often much
narrower at the base than the elytra, which are in many cases
strongly punctured and ribbed. The legs are long and slender,
with three-jointed tarsi.

The larvae are elongate, oval, soft, whitish in colour, with
markings in some species, and clothed with hairs of varying
length. The thoracic segments are larger than the others.
The last abdominal segment possesses a short process, acting
as a proleg. The mandibles are fleshy. The pupae are whitish,
and bear short hairs on and near the face. Both stages are
found in moss, decaying wood, powdery fungi, and various
kinds of vegetable refuse. There are also a few myrmeco-
philous species. They feed on dead animal or cryptogamic
matter.

The family has been monographed by M. J. Belon in the
Oenera Insectorum, Ease. 3 (1902). There are thirty British
species (Fowler).

MYCETOPHAGIDJE.
Antennae eleven-jointed, thickened towards the apex to
form a club. Tarsi four-jointed, except the anterior pair in
the males, which are three-jointed. Five free, equal, ventral
segments.
A family of some 100 species, distributed over the greater
portion of the world. The members of this family are small,
usually elongate-oblong in shape ; more or less pubescent, and
in many cases brightly coloured, especially with orange or
yellow markings. The head is small. The clubbed antennae
are inserted in front of the eyes, under the side margins of the
forehead. The legs are slender, and of moderate length.
The males are recognizable by the fact of their anterior tarsi
being only three-jointed. The thorax and elytra are usually
more or less punctured and pubescent.
The larvse of a number of species have been described by